16

BAEBZERREE  RAGREBTZ— > EFRHZREFHMRT X — o FHET REBTELERE
WM ERE  HHARRERREEARARLERTE - FAFBIENTEENHE > RMANTELZBEATR
BB AN - B R AREHLAMEGE BRI MBRA TR > ERHABRF R
HRAEE o

HAEEL WD > AL T RRBERTXANEE - BALEATHME [X
Wl o URmARTEAEARERL > A A AR > EROE & ol E LA
TUZERYE - AWNERE  TRREYBERALECELRBRE T FARE > RT
#TURIETAREREAEM R B RLA® > WRAHERAE NG HE] -

TERURBERG RS  ALZEEEFNRELE - AR THEHE > KPR
FIHRBBRWEE €48 —RXYERF-—ROEH > uMREETL2EEN
EMEXZCREZFEE  ERTURTEBARE - L8> RANRE > Tof
HePBHEm ReMERARLEFTRERHAEY - ARHHELRA THEN
TR BRIRFZWENEE > KMEEZRAMNAEENRE > RE A RGN
MR c EENENEE S  ARBRTHBHRTALHNER > RE=ZAE L
X mF PERMAELNEE  TEEERIELZENRS > RA [Hit@e
el X B —EREFERRL FH R o

e 2 A B3y = Sl . AH R DL B AR 2 B R B B A Y s, : - :
BAXYWREBERIRELEEY > BEFATURREERARNWAEESER > B4 FREEEREE ARG ENEHER -
ABALECRALERAREE - AR LA/ ZREFEE > R+ oW ERLEXR %M\Eﬁlaiman_gﬂfBachheungViSitSNgaTSm

ai Village resi ents.

TRARBR > CKRABEARE > FTRBEAFENENHE - AREHNRET LR
fREE TR E o

CERATTEENNESR > TER B THEE AR F -

ETHRHEREL WBEETFOHREMBRENERTER > FEBEZ ERENRB - TRAA > BFE
FC HHERRFARIAET2HUA  BOARNESD - EARNW A LHBERL2AR-SNAFREE
BEHEUR > FLAREFEABEEFNITHFLIRGEHAAR - RAZROENR I LT > UR—HERKF
REBRRENTARERNARSG > ARKENBHEATNOEERE > SRS RBARETBETR -

Y AR T S R
RER
—%2%t5+EHA=+—08H



Hong Kong. There is room for debate over what qualifies as “heritage” and how conservation can best be achieved.
But there is already a clear consensus that legacies of historical and cultural significance should be properly preserved,
which the Chief Executive, Mr Donald Tsang, incorporated into his Policy Blueprint. This document sets out that
creative initiatives will be adopted both to preserve historical buildings and to expand their usage, so that they will be
transformed into unique cultural landmarks.

The URA is fully committed to a proactive strategy for identifying conservation opportunities in its various schemes. In
the Johnston Road project, five pre-war shophouses, including a well-known pawnshop, are currently undergoing a
major face-lift. Great care is being taken to ensure that the distinct character of the shophouses will not be
compromised. Indeed, the greatest challenge is to enhance, and update them in such a way that will ensure their
sustainable use and continuing relevance in a modern-day context. A similar approach is being taken in the Lee Tung
Street project. Here, besides preserving three pre-war shophouses, the intention is to retain the existing streetscape by,
among other things, maintaining the height, scale and style of the tenement buildings in the future building design. At
Nga Tsin Wai Village, a “Conservation by Design” approach is being adopted which balances development with the
preservation of the village environment and the conservation of three significant heritage features agreed with the local
community: a gateway to the village hall, a stone tablet adorning the top of the gateway and the Tin Hau Temple.

Although heritage conservation normally relates to historical buildings and structures, it can also encompass
established ways of life, the preservation of which are equally important for our society. In planning our Peel
Street/Graham Street project, the URA is very conscious of the vibrant local street-hawker scene that has become an
integral part of the area, and a popular attraction in its own right. Efforts will be made to preserve and enhance this
important feature of life in that area.

In undertaking its urban renewal mission, the URA engages in a constant balancing exercise.

The challenges faced by URA are many and will become more complex as we undertake more ambitious urban
renewal projects similar to the Kwun Tong Town Centre redevelopment. The entire URA team - its Board, its
Management and all our staff - are fully committed to advancing the Authority’s mission which has already made a
significant contribution to improving Hong Kong’s quality of life since our predecessor, the Land Development
Corporation, began its first redevelopment project in 1989. With the support of our stakeholders, particularly the
Government with whom we share a very close working relationship, we are enthusiastic about tackling the many
challenges ahead and determined to continue to serve the people of Hong Kong.

Barry CHEUNG Chun-yuen
Chairman  (from 1 May 2007)
31 July 2007
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