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In January 2005, in order to gauge public opinion at
the outset, URA assisted the Kwun Tong District

Council to conduct an opinion survey. This was
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University of Hong Kong to conduct a community
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aspiration survey and focus group discussions.

The Kwun Tong District Advisory Committee was
formed in November 2005 and held nine rounds of
meetings. A community design workshop was
More than 100

participants collaborated actively and devised six

organized in January 2006.
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conceptual schemes after deliberations on a variety
of planning and design matters. Meanwhile, four

editions of the “Kwun Tong Bulletin® were

published to keep the community informed.

Following these consultations, the URA established
the following five guiding principles to ensure the
success of this project and to facilitate its smooth

implementation :

ESREWHRAT -
RS2 st 8109815
R fROIT
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tain the economic vibrancy
of the area
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@% )éi ° % R E+ %J I8 5 W &6 7 ;fi E é/] * The Public Transport Interchange atrium (in the centre of the redevelopment) - a glass cone with a
Vil =3 REVT _f_ -8 %L\ E‘]’ ﬁ% ﬁ . truncated top - makes it another design feature in the Kwun Tong Town Centre redevelopment.
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Preserved old trees and new water feature at Yue Man Square echo a harmonious landsape design.
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In accordance with these principles, roadshows and
“door-stepping exercises” were then conducted from
August to October 2006, welcoming the views of the public on
three design concepts prepared by architectural consultants.
Over 85,400 people visited our roadshow venues during this
period, and their views were collected and compiled in a
survey report that was issued in November 2006. An
architectural consultant was then appointed to prepare a
notional Master Layout Plan giving due regard to the

community’s requirements and aspirations. As a result, 12
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Mut Wah Street will see a facelift with a 33-foot setback of building
lines and widening and street-side planting.

major design features were included in the two DSPs for the
two sites comprising this project which were submitted to the
Town Planning Board for consideration in April 2007. These

features were:

¢ diversified building forms for community, commercial and residential purposes, ranging from
landmark features to kaifong-style streets and bazaars;

* a reasonable plot ratio commensurate with a town centre serving the surrounding population of
600,000 in Kwun Tong District;

® appropriate building heights to free up public open space at ground level;

* an oval-shaped multi-purpose civic centre, an iconic commercial tower and a cone-shaped atrium
for the public transport interchange;

® a covered integrated public transport interchange such that the new town centre will be
vehicle-free;

¢ a terraced-garden with water features;

® green coverage of almost 30 percent of the site area;

® enlargement of Yue Man Square Rest Garden and preservation of old trees;

* set back of buildings to widen pedestrian paths, allow tree planting and offer better views for
buildings surrounding the project site;

* placement of the commercial complex along Kwun Tong Road to serve as a noise barrier shielding
residential blocks to the north;

* priority being given to reprovisioning of government buildings and services in accordance with
modern standards; and

* enhancement of connectivity with the MTR station, public transport interchange and surrounding
areas via footbridges and tunnels.
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Access from Mut Wah Street, a specially designed “Kai Fong Lane” with BB RER
traditional shops offering barbecue meat, “won ton” noodles and bargain Kwun Tong Town Centre redevelopment: Buildings are adequately spaced out
shopping. to maximise views and air ventilation.
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Chan Chun-bun.
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Chairman of URA’s Planning, Development and Conservation Committee,
Professor David Lung (middle) explains the design concept of Kwun Tong
Town Centre project at a media conference. Next to him are Managing
Director, Mr Billy Lam (right) and Chairman of Kwun Tong District Council, Mr

BELIEFHZEETRBETIORERE -
Kwun Tong District Advisory Committee discusses the
progress of Kwun Tong Town Centre project.

BRELERBHEBER  THBMNEE -
The social service team visits a resident in Kwun
Tong Town Centre project to understand her needs.
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URA’s Kwun Tong office specially set up for Kwun Tong Town Centre project opens in May 2007.

In early 2007, the URA established a dedicated social service team to serve those affected by this
project and in need of help. Then, in May 2007, we opened our Kwun Tong Office, located in the

heart of the project site, to facilitate ongoing close liaison with all stakeholders.

In June 2007, the URA submitted to the TPB the required detailed Stage II Social Impact
Assessment, which was based on the results of the household interview survey carried out by the
URA in end March 2007. Now that all necessary information has been submitted to the TPB, the
next step will be for the TPB to consider the DSPs for this project at meetings in August-September
2007.

Looking ahead, URA will continue to liaise with all stakeholders, to strive to sustain local
community support, to work with Government Departments on the statutory planning procedure, to
identify potential risks and resolve them, and to take all other necessary steps to ensure, as far as is
practicable, the successful implementation of this massive, complex and important project for the
benefit of both those affected and the community as a whole. Our vision is to create a world class
21st century town centre which will meet the aspirations and serve the needs of the community and

of which the community will be proud.
Implementation of Commenced Projects

Between early 2002 and March 2007, the URA has launched a total of 23 new redevelopment
projects, including the Kwun Tong Town Centre project mentioned in the previous section. Most of
the 23 projects which URA has launched have been chosen from among the 25 announced by the
LDC in early 1998. Some of them have been combined and are being taken forward as larger
projects. Of the 23 projects commenced by the end of March 2007, 13 are now being taken
forward, following the combination of five of these into two larger projects, as 10 projects which are

now under planning, acquisition and clearance.

The remaining 10 commenced projects are more advanced with clearance of their respective sites
having already been completed. URA has now entered into agreements with joint venture partners
from the private sector to develop nine of these 10, while demolition is underway on the site of the

other one.

In addition, URA has taken forward 10 ongoing ex-LDC projects of which two have been

completed while eight remain ongoing.

Individual details of all of URA’s 31 current projects, comprising the 23 launched by URA plus the
eight remaining ongoing ex-LDC projects, are given in the chapter entitled Redevelopment
Highlights 2006/07 in page 66.
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