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As suggested by the name of “"CONET"” which stands
for Community, Open Space and Network, the public space
is intended to be ‘a place connecting the community and a
place for the community’.

An Urban Oasis .
Dedicated to Enrichine
Our Community
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hen people enter H6 CONET on the ground floor
Wof The Center during lunchtime, it's easy to see how
different the atmosphere is as compared to the streets outside.
The place is relaxing and quiet all around without hearing a
noise from vehicles and pedestrians competing for space.
With dust and fumes kept outside, the indoor environment is
comfortably fresh. Office workers and people can relax their
pace and sit down on long benches to leisurely tuck into their
lunchboxes or have a rest or visit the exhibitions. On some
days, perhaps you can hear music from live performances
feeling immersed in a relaxed and cosy atmosphere.

Occupying about 2,660 square metres of community space, H6
CONET is a resulting work of the URA's initiative to conduct
a major facelift and renovation of the original government,
institutional and community facilities in 2017. It is also the
first batch of the URA's “place-making” initiatives aiming to
deploy different urban renewal strategies to reinvent spaces
and facilities for common use, so as to create a community
environment with personality and characteristics.

Since opening in October last year, apart from serving as an
oasis for people to take a breather in the middle of a bustling
city, H6 CONET also takes on the role of connecting with
the community through providing venues for community
events, exhibitions and performances. On its first anniversary,
“Connect” takes a look through the project’s different aspects
to uncover its secrets of “place-making” and explores its future
plans ahead.
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A win-win solution for all to

make the best use of space
Two years ago, the ground floor at The Center
being carved up into offices for several
government departments, public bodies and
community organisations, was a bit off the
beaten track. In the middle was a long corridor
for people to go through for access. Most of the
time only people who had business would go
there.

To create a distinctive community for people
to converge, one needs a public space that
belongs to every member in the vicinity. As
such, to make the best use of the location, staff
members of the URA's Planning and Design
Department put on their thinking caps for
planning and renovation. Having considered it
necessary to release some space for public use
while at the same time had to retain some office
space for community bodies, the team decided
to pursue the concept of “co-sharing space”.

Glory Wong, Planning and Design Manager of
the URA, said office spaces used to take up 90%
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of the area but after strategic planning and
design, the ratio has become 20% of the same
floor area in H6 CONET. The abundant space
spared by such planning effort is now used as
event areas for community organisations to
hold a diversity of activities. The community
space is also able to house the Urban Renewal
Exploration Centre as well as several multi-
function rooms that can be adapted flexibly
for different uses. Although occupying less
office space after renovation, the community
organisations, as tenants, are given priorities
in renting the multi-function rooms, while at
the same time more activity spaces are now
available for public members or groups to
hold events such as seminars, exhibitions and
performances. The new plan has become a win-
win solution for different parties as a result.

According to Glory, the walkability of the area
has also been enhanced in the new layout plan,
as exits on the ground floor of The Center
originally connected to nearby streets, are
now re-open after being blocked by individual
offices in early days.
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In addition to sparing spaces
for event areas and other
facilities, the new layout
plan of Hé6 CONET also
enhances the walkability of
the area as adjacent streets
are now re-connected to the
community space.
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Integrating old and new features
to display the community’s
characteristics

The URA's objectives of urban renewal, apart from
redevelopment and rehabilitation, are to preserve the
historical and cultural elements in the concerned area, as well
as retaining local characteristics and the community networks
of the residents as far as practicable. While the interior is
furnished mainly with natural greening, the H6 CONET, as
a public space, has also highlighted its local characteristics
by incorporating many cultural and historical elements into
every detail of the design. To achieve this, the URA team has
studied intensively history of the Central district, especially
the background and evolution of the present location and the

neighbouring streets’ environment.

As people enter H6 CONET, they would be naturally drawn to
the large wall murals. On closer inspection, it turns out that
the pictures are related to the history of the neighbouring
streets, including those resembling the images of the dai pai
dong (open air food stalls) at Gilman Street, the textile shops
on Wing On Street as well as the stalls offering chemical
products for sale on Tung Man Street in the past. To help
people learn about the history of these streets, the team
has also displayed historical photos and information on the
side of exits to different streets. The historical elements are
also shown by pattern designs on the floor that are drawn
from symbols bearing the history of the neighbouring streets
including cloths and dyes. Such delicacy of details has
reflected the meticulous thoughts of the design team.
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A testing ground for liveable place
with smart technology
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Apart from being the first batch of the URAs “place-
making” initiatives, H6 CONET is also a testing ground for
environmentally friendly and smart building technologies for
future introduction of such innovations in URA's projects.

Plant-based air purification system

The greening walls inside H6 CONET are not just for interior
decoration. In fact, it's an initiative jointly conducted by the
URA and the Department of Mechanical Engineering of the
University of Hong Kong to study the use of plants to purify
air pollutants, researching into using ventilation systems to
increase the volume of indoor air coming into contact with
plant roots so as to enhance the efficiency of such bio-filtering
process. Results show that the indoor air in H6 CONET has
been maintained at good quality level over the past year.
The research team will make further studies on whether the
system can be applied in other projects of the URA.
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Smart electricity generating floor tile system

Generating electricity from kinetic energy is one of the environmental
concepts of smart buildings in future. With technical assistance from British
engineering design team Pavegen, the URA has installed a smart floor tile
system to generate electricity at H6 CONET. The mechanism of such tiles is
to harness the weight of people crossing the floor tiles so as to rotate the
gearwheel of the electro-magnetic generator hidden in the floor tiles, and in
turn generate electricity. It is estimated that the system will generate about 3
joules of electricity for each footstep. The heavier the weight, the more energy
is generated. One footstep can supply enough electricity to light up a 3W light
bulb for 1 second while 60 footsteps will be enough to power a smart phone
to make calls for one minute. The URA will continue to explore on how to apply
such technology to push Hong Kong into becoming a smart city.
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In H6 CONET, local characteristics are shown in every details. The sign of “Tung Man Street” displaying at the side of exit to the street is splashed
with different colours of dyes, reminding people that the street was once filled with stalls selling chemical products.

AMMmERMVFTEERLENRHG
CONETRf£ [t H &3 | i =
T TEREAZBHMKREEHESR
EZE H6 CONETEEFEER
CERREHEER LEVA
BEEMHNAXEE ALk H6
CONETHMEHBELKEEILR
TN BZENELRMES 3
S ZNEMRTG UL R AP
AR ILMEEEESETE  UER
EE  BEEH6 CONETHIEE
H A TFHFNFTENEIEX
EMBREEMEE  RARTER
TRE & B AR STHT ~ R STHR

4~ B AT A K 2 E M R E R /) AR BT R AE - LU
BB EHETEENERRTE BFEMRAEE
ETEMECTHE BMEHTEREEEBEECTFR
By REITENARER &M - HHZENBNLE
SE BRTHA [T 2350 7S EEH6 CONET R Mt
MEERREEMARS  FRBENTEERS -

GloryRR TERBE M HEE | EXHFIAERE
- MELAFTEARBREFEIENSE THER A
LA PIRIE T REFEAMIEAERERERMER
THRTEREEMMHNER  [REBRTESE HiF
NENBREERER AARIEATR—(EHBSHY
Ef - RAKPIFHMNTREEDEPIFRTE  EXA
TEERERTENS R ]

Interestingly, Derek Du, Graduate Project Coordinator
of the URA’s Planning and Design Department who took
part in the design work, came to work in Hong Kong from
Beijing only three years ago. Admitting that at first he
couldn’t even tell which road was which, Du had to devour
large tracts of Hong Kong history.

“lI had to look everywhere for information, for example
visiting the Hong Kong Museum of History. | even personally
went to consult historian Cheng Bo-hung, before | was
able to fully grasp the historical background and details.
All these helped me find inspirations during the design
process,” said Derek.

It is worth-noting that the URA’s place-making effort would
extend beyond H6 CONET. To exhibit a cultural landscape
that has a unique personality, the URA is obliged to take
place-making from a holistic perspective and connect H6
CONET to the built environment in the surroundings. To
achieve this, the streets bordering H6 CONET will have
display boards to introduce their historical information
and changes over the years. Several exterior walls of the
neighbouring buildings on Hing Lung Street, Gilman’s
Bazaar and Tit Hong Lane will be painted with artistic
murals featuring local characteristics and the community
life in the Central and Western district. In addition, the
URA will sponsor hawkers in the nearby four streets,
namely Gilman Street, Gilman’s Bazaar, Tung Man Street
and Wing On Street, to upgrade their stalls as well as invite
artists to decorate them to bring out stories of the hawkers
or features of their products. Alongside another initiative
of the URA to help beautify the exterior walls of a nearby
building on Tit Hong Lane through rehabilitation means, it
is expected that people will immerse themselves into the
unique streetscapes in the area that would have embedded
different cultural and historical elements.

As told by Glory, the URA isn’t applying the concept of
“place-making” merely for beautification whereas the
ultimate goal should be bringing out the personalities
and characteristics of stakeholders in the community.
To this end, Glory and his team have spent a lot of time
communicating with the owners of nearby buildings and
hawker stalls to understand while also respecting their

views.

“During the process | came to realise that communication
with stakeholders was absolutely crucial. After all, the heart
and soul of a place lies in the people. A liveable community
could only be created if we address their needs,” said
Glory.
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Nurturing organic growth of
community space by
co-sharing of facilities

The first few things that people can see upon
entering H6 CONET from Gilman's Bazaar are
the works of art hanging in the exhibition space
that resembles corners of an art gallery. On
closer look they are mostly works by members
of community organisations or school students.
Sandy Lai, the URA's Property and Land Senior
Manager, explained, “Not everyone can have his
very own gallery and exhibition, but if we can
give community bodies and residents a chance
to display their own works in this core district of
Central, this can help boost everybody’s sense
of belonging in this area.”

Once the hardware of H6 CONET was ready,
Sandy and her colleagues assumed the important
task of figuring out how to attract people to
become users and even develop a sense of
belonging to this public space. To Sandy, the
success of place-making initiatives hinges on the
usability of the place and its facilities, therefore
they decide to hold activities that are able to
meet local people’s needs and preferences. As
such the team earlier conducted a questionnaire
in the area, and found that community members
were especially interested in Hong Kong
culture, history and arts. The findings have given
the team some very important references on
curating programmes in the community space.

The team also realised that people tend
to respond much better in activities that
are interactive, therefore they have invited
organisers of art exhibitions to demonstrate
their painting skills to the public in workshops,
as well as invited young buskers through social
welfare organisations to give live performance
at H6 CONET and interact with the audience,
with both events receiving very good responses.
Alongside the thoughtful donation by The Hong
Kong Society for the Blind to install a piano at
H6 CONET for people to play a tune any time
they like, the community space has gradually

become a place for chilling out.

“Many people come to H6 CONET just to meet
up with friends or have a quick nap. To a certain
extent, this shows that Hong Kong really needs
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a place for people to get some rest,” said Sandy,

who soon realised with her team that more and
more people have been attracted to the cosy
environment of H6 CONET, while many of
those are nearby office workers, including some
who frequently come to play the piano during
lunchtime - an indication that H6 CONET has
gradually taken root in the community and
grown in an organic way.

With this context in mind, Sandy repeatedly
mentioned the importance of “organic”
development in the concept of place-making.
“It is widely accepted that place-makers should
always look for lighter, quicker and cheaper
ways of implementing the ideas. Excessive
designs won't work for community spaces and
place-makers should be able to experiment
with short-term practice that can be tested and
refined over many years through observing the
community responses.”

Hence visitors at H6 CONET can easily find
some red and grey plastic seats at their grasp
for use, which are actually materials left behind
by a community organisation after finishing their
event. “Those plastic chairs are perhaps neither
the pinnacle of design by any means, nor are
they any well-planned furniture arrangement at
the venue, but we've tried to make the best use
of them and it turns out that people are happy
to share these chairs,” said Sandy.
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| work in an investment bank. While the roof garden at IFC (International
Finance Centre) is often crowded with people during lunchtimes, it’ s
not easy finding a place to have my lunchboxes there. You would not

be able to find a public space as cosy as this in Central, not to mention
it’ s indoors! The URA should build a few more of these.
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What the team

wants to say......

(From left) Derek Du, Graduate
Project Coordinator of the
URA’'s Planning and Design
Department, Sandy Lai,
Property and Land Senior
Manager and Glory Wong,
Planning and Design Manager
emphasize that the H6 CONET
project is a concerted effort
across departments that has
effectively achieved the goal of
place-making.

On future plans

After a year of hard efforts by the URA team, H6 CONET
has gradually become familiar to the public. Up to present,
visitor traffic per day has reached 7,000 visits. There has
been an average of 80 percent utilisation rate for the space
earmarked for exhibitions. In addition, the many applications
the URA received to hold events at the location have filled
all the scheduled slots till August next year. Sandy hopes the
public space can hold events of diversified types in future.
One of the possible themes is promoting health in the
community and encouraging the public to seek a balance
between work and life with programmes for different
people in the community to take part in, thus truly realising
the aim of co-sharing liveable space.

BELE Voices from users

B2%4E Mr Tam
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| have come here to help out as a volunteer with a community body
for many years and witnessed the changes in the space before and
after renovation. Previously there was only office space, now the
environment is very comfortable and we can rent the exhibition spaces

and function rooms to hold events. There are lots of space and plenty
of facilities here.
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Hong Kong Episodes - Lunch Hour Live Gig
and Visual Imagery Exhibition
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Date & Time of Lunch Hour Live Gig
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1 9 +=HDec18 -1 4 —AJan19
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With the URA being the supporting organisation to
provide venue and coordination for the organiser Hong
Kong Arts Development Council, music concert and a
visual imagery exhibition will be shown at H6 CONET

where people can experience the unique sensibilities of
Hong Kong in a cinematic-music journey.

Urban Sketchers Hong Kong Exhibition 2019 =N

URBAN
EAST MEETS WEST EXHIBITION RGO
Aprﬂ 2019 @ H6 CONET,The Center, Central
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The “Urban Sketchers Hong Kong” is formed by a
group of urban sketching enthusiasts from all around
the world and all walks of life including artists,
university professors and architects. In the exhibition
section, a group of urban sketching enthusiasts
will illustrate their urban images of the Central and
Western district. The group will also run workshops,
leading participants to different places in the district
to do urban sketching en masse to record the urban
scenery.

H6 CONET & &) ) #035 &3 Enquiry on H6 CONET programmes and venue booking

#E Website: http://hé6.ura-vb.org.hk/zh/

E F Hotline: (852) 2172 6993 / 2172 6438






