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Arts and Culture in Old Urban Districts
Strengthen Communities with Local Charms
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The Urban Renewal Authority (URA) announced in April a series

of measures to support individuals and businesses affected by

COVID-19. Apart from a voluntary reduction of the fee/salaries by

10% by the Chairman, Managing Director and the two Executive

Directors for a period of one year starting April 2020, the URA

Board has also approved a number of relief measures to assist its

tenants during the current economic difficulties, including:

e 75% rent concession for tenants of URA's rehousing blocks
and acquired properties pending redevelopment from June to
September 2020, in addition to previous rental waiver offered
between March and May;

® 75% rent concession for tenants of all URA-owned properties
in redevelopment properties as well as preservation and

revitalisation project from April to

September 2020;

¢ To discuss actively and agree with the

joint venture (JV) partners the rent
relief measures for tenants of the JV
shopping centres, who have been hard
hit by the COVID-19 pandemic, at a
range of rent concession of up to 75%.

These measures, involving atotal of more

than HK$100 million, would benefit over

720 residential and commerecial tenants.

Development Project
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Tender Awarded for Development of URA's Tonkin Street / Fuk Wing Street
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The URA announced on 23 April that the contract for the
development of the Tonkin Street/ Fuk Wing Street Development
Project in Sham Shui Po has been awarded to Wider Loyal Limited,
a wholly-owned subsidiary of Chime Corporation Limited. The
tender amount offered by Wider Loyal Limited is HK$912.8 million,
which is the highest among the tender submissions received for
this project. The URA earlier invited 36 property developers to
submit tenders for the project following an expression of interest
exercise and received a total of 17 tenders from these 36 property
developers when the submission of tender closed on 7 April.

The project, which covers a site area of about 1,070 square metres, was
commenced in March 2013. Upon completion, it will provide a maximum
total gross floor area of about 9,670 square metres. The successful developer
will be required to construct the new development in compliance with
the standard and quality requirements, the environmentally sustainable
provisions and smart provisions set out in the development agreement
with the aim of creating a sustainable living environment.
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As our society advances, people’s expectations of urban
regeneration are continuously rising: apart from the
provision of essential hardware including building facilities
that meet modern standards supplemented by smart
management systems, ample green and pedestrian space, and
well-connected transportation networks, additional software

or people elements are necessary for creating a liveable
community. Besides cultivating neighbourhood bonds, the
community is also in need of establishing its own identity with g
residents who recognise the local characteristics and culture.

As Russian writer Leo Tolstoy said art is “the mirror of life” 3
and “the transmission of feeling”, it is believed that through & 0
the integration of arts and cultural elements in urban renewal,
citizens could rediscover local characteristics, appreciate the
details of their living environment and connect with each
other thereby strengthening their sense of community
belonging and enhancing their living quality. To this
end, the Urban Renewal Authority (URA) has launched
the "Arts and Cultural Partnership Programme in Old
Urban Districts: Pilot Scheme” (ACPP) since 2011, and
partnered with various non-profit organisations to host
avariety of arts and cultural programmes over the years
enriching the old urban districts with arts and cultural
experiences. To date, the scheme has sponsored a
total of 61 arts and cultural events, benefiting more
than 670,000 residents in the old districts.

To add more colours and vibrancy to old urban areas, the

f p— ACPP Scheme is set to invite more partners in the coming
!FJ_LE | years for hosting more exciting programmes for residents
1

in the old districts!
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Bruchi Nam, Director (Property & Land) ‘
of the URA (1st from left), teaches
photography skills and invites learners
to appreciate the surroundings from new =
perspectives. =
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Appreciating the Beauty of To Kwa Wan
Through Photographic Eyes
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"When it comes to good photography, what matters most is
to take pictures with your heart and emotions, regardless of
your age, qualification and race. A photo that strikes a chord
and touches people’s hearts is a great one," said Bruchi Nam,
Director (Property & Land) of the URA, who has been deeply
engrossed in photography for many years. In November last
year he spent time coaching more than a hundred participants
including some local residents on photography skills, as well as
leading tours around To Kwa Wan and teaching them how to
appreciate the surroundings from new perspectives.

Sponsored by ACPP of the URA, the programme, which
comprises of photography workshops and in-the-field
shooting, was organised by KUNST, a non-profit-making arts
group, with an aim to display the unique landscape of To Kwa
Wan through photography and place-making initiatives. The
programme allowed residents to re-acquaint with
and cherish the place where they live, in addition to
strengthening their bonding with the community and
injecting vitality to the old urban district through arts
and cultural activities.
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The project leader Jeanne says To Kwa Wan is a unique place
integrating both old and new characteristics.
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Art bench at Cattle Depot
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Participants listen carefully to David’s (the standing person) sharing
on photography skills.
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A Corner at Cattle Depot
(Photo by Anna Wu)

Jeanne Chan, the programme leader, said, "To Kwa Wan is a
unique place with rich history and culture, integrating both
old and new characteristics. We bring together people from
different areas to To Kwa Wan where they can pay attention to
the environment and express their feelings using photography
as the art form. We hope that through these activities, residents
of To Kwa Wan and beyond will deepen their understanding of
the community."

While it may be challenging for newbies to take photographs
skilfully instead of just casually snapping shots, special training
sessions were organised for the participants before shooting
in the field. From an introduction of the various functions
of a digital camera and tips on choosing the right camera
lens, to basic knowledge and skills of photography such as
the "exposure triangle" (aperture, shutter speed and ISO),
participants have gained a lot of knowledge including different
rules of compositions, framing and lighting. David Lam, the
workshop instructor, said, "People generally prefer using
automatic exposure, but | would encourage shooting in manual
mode. After all it should be us to manipulate the camera rather
than the camera controlling us."

Participants were eager to put their knowledge into practice
after grasping the skills. On the day of field workshop,
they visited many scenic spots in To Kwa Wan, including the
Grade Two historic site of Cattle Depot Artists Village, one
of the landmarks of To Kwa Wan - Hoi Sham Park, as well as
the Thirteen Streets area which has a history of more than 50
years. While learners were busy framing for their pictures that
day, Bruchi shared some of his tips, "Wide shots are good, yet
don't forget to take some close-ups. Photogenic objects are
everywhere in To Kwa Wan, like the artworks in Cattle Depot
Artists Village. If you are creative enough you'd be able to
discover the various images of the same object that can be shot
from different angles and positions."
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For residents who have lived in the community for many years
and become very familiar with the neighbourhood, there were
new delights when they started to look at the surroundings
through their photographic eyes. Mr Tse, who lives in To Kwa
Wan, said, "I seldom take pictures, and haven't been paying
much attention to my community. Yet when | watched closely,
| realised that there were many beautiful scenes in To Kwa Wan
worth capturing with my camera.”

Besides experiencing the joy of photography, by joining the
workshop some participants who used to live in To Kwa Wan
District were also able to return to where they grew up and re-
establish their connection with the community. Clara, a primary
student in To Kwa Wan more than 50 years ago, was busy taking
pictures with her camera on the interview day. "The Cattle
Depot was a slaughterhouse when | was a small child. Although
| have moved out, | have always wanted to come back to check
it out after the revitalisation. Today | finally have the chance to
revisit the old place, and | will definitely come back again in the
future!” said Clara.

Amidst the incessant sound of camera shutters in the shooting
field, participants joyfully recorded different images of To Kwa
Wan with their cameras. "l have never noticed those seemingly
ordinary and subtle things in the community before, which
through the camera lens, are in fact so beautiful!" one of the
participants Ms Chan said with a smile.

To allow these photos taken by the participants to be shared
with the neighbours of To Kwa Wan, the organiser has held
an open street exhibition at the junction of Kai Ming Street
and Wing Kwong Street in To Kwa Wan District (which is the
site of URA's Kai Ming Street Redevelopment Project) from
January to mid-May this year, displaying a collection of more
than 80 works. Members of the local community were able to
appreciate these ingenious photos on the exhibition panels as
they walked pass, and enjoyed the distinctive scenery of To Kwa
Wan captured with photographic eyes.
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Besides photo-shootmg, participants who used to live in To Kwa Wan district are
able to return to the old community and re-establish their connections with it.



REBRETERESR

; R .
REEEEN [EBPA] EH UERBE
P B E R o
Urban Sketchers Hong Kong organises the "East

Meets West" programme to preserve the landscapes
of Central and Western District through sketches.
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Preserving Urban Landscapes Through Sketches
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If you happen to see a group of people sitting on the street,
holding sketchbooks and paintbrushes and indulging themselves
in drawing, try sit down and chat with them about local
characteristics. These sketchers, who are passionate about
drawing urban landscapes of Hong Kong, gather from time to time
on local streets or alleys to sketch the authentic scenery of the city.
Among them is Alvin Wong, Co-Founder of the Urban Sketchers
Hong Kong (USkHK). "Urban sketching is a form of preservation.
Some people preserve culture through photography and we
document changes in the community through sketches."

To promote urban sketching to the public, USkHK collaborated
with the URA's ACPP to organise a series of sketch workshops and
exhibition activities under the theme "East Meets West" from the
end of 2018 to mid-2019. Besides sketch crawls and exhibitions in
the Central and Western District, workshops for the elderly at a
district community centre also took place to teach senior citizens
urban sketching skills and lead tours to their neighbourhood
in Central and Western District where they could gain new
perspectives on the familiar environment.

Urban Sketchers Hong Kong (USkHK), a local branch of the
worldwide Urban Sketchers network, has been actively promoting
urban sketching in the city since its inception in 2013, with an
emphasis on being truthful to the scenes that are documented
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The Central and Western District is most
attractive to urban sketchers with its
delightful mix of old and new elements.
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Alvin (1st from left) says he has been most impressed by the interaction
with local residents who would offer a historical context about the
place they were drawing.

through sketches. According to Alvin, urban sketching requires
drawing on location and within the time limit with minimal
retouching after the event. After each sketching activity,
participants are encouraged to take a look at each other’s work
and exchange ideas on urban sketching in the “Show and Tell”
session.

A two-day event of "East Meets West" sketch crawl was held
earlier, during which participants walked around H6 CONET
(@ community space created by the URA in Central), Graham
Street and Sai Ying Pun sketching landscapes in the Central and
Western District, a place which is always popular with urban
sketchers as told by Alvin. "The Central and Western District is
most attractive to urban sketchers with its delightful mix of old
and new elements.” Alvin was around a street corner in Sai Ying
Pun that day and caught sight of a construction site interspersed
among blocks of old tenement buildings. His sketch depicts that
particular moment in the ever-changing landscape.

However, what impressed Alvin most was the interaction with
local residents during the sketch crawls, as residents would often
come up and offer a historical context about the place when they
bump into the sketchers sitting and drawing on the streets. "They
often show interest in your drawings, and would gently tell you
stories of the community that
are unheard of. For example,
an old lady once spoke of a
tree which was planted at her
wedding, and we could guess
that the tree was probably
about 30 to 40 years old...."
These unplanned yet precious
exchanges have deepened the
participants' understanding of
the community.

Local residents not only
learnt about sketching at the
workshops, they have also
explored the locality from
new angles. Grace Leung,
who has lived in the Central
and Western District for more
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Pang Bear, Pottinger Street

AR - BHREE
Joshua Foo Guan Long, Dried
Seafood Shop
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Ben Luk, Des Voeux Road West

RKELR o LEBXRE
Calvin Cheung, The Hill Road Flyover

than 40 years, admitted that she knew little about the community
prior to her retirement. It was only in recent years that she started
to notice the many small alleys in the surroundings. A member
of the elderly centre, Grace joined the workshop for elderly and
went with the instructor to sketch around The Center and Graham
Street. "When | was drawing the reflection on the curtain walls of
the buildings, | started to notice the beautiful scenery of Central;
day to day | walked past the street stalls and was not aware of the
local speciality there, until | paid attention to it during sketching,"
said Grace remembering the fun time she had that day. Chu Dan-
na, an elderly resident of the Mid-levels and a frequent shopper at
Queen's Road Central, told about her first sketching experience in
the bustling Central District, “The community was so vibrant given
the streams of vehicles and pedestrians along the busy streets. |
wasn't aware of the vitality before.”

BER XEB
Gary Yeung, Man Mo Temple

HEH  ZHEHD
Chloe Yau Ka Kei, Graham Street Market

ZHE xR
Agnes Pang, Somewhere in SOHO
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Sketches dedpicting different Iandscafpes in the Central and Western District from unique perspectives give

audience a deeper understanding of the local characteristics.
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' The seniors are eager to learn sketching skills

with Alvin (right) and explore the district

environment from new angles.

The event concluded with an “East Meets
West"” exhibition showcasing more than 70
pieces of artworks, which attracted not only the participating
sketchers, but many neighboursinthe Central and Western District.
The sketches, featuring many community attractions including the
colourful market stalls at Graham Street, dried seafood shops in
Sheung Wan, restaurants in SOHO district, Man Mo Temple on
Hollywood Road and the Hill Road Flyover, have given audience
a deeper understanding of the local characteristics of the Central
and Western District through the unique perspectives of the
sketchers.
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Imparting Community History Through Board Games

Facilitates Integration
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"Completion of various publichousing estates in Kwun Tong in 1960
— Add 1 achievement point with improved living environment!"

"MTR Kwun Tong Line opened in the 1980s — Move 1 step
forward with enhanced social infrastructure!"

"Commencement of Upper and Lower Ngau Tau Kok Estates
Redevelopment — Win $300 with increasing job opportunities!"

"You've bought a house! — Add 1 achievement point!"

At first glance the board game "Exploring Kwun Tong's Past
and Present" appears to be a combination of the "Chinese
Health and Happiness Chess" and "Game of Life". A closer
look finds the game, which features dozens of big and small
collective memories and life events happened in Kwun Tong
and Ngau Tau Kok, carries many local characteristics and
historical narratives. This fun-packed game activity aiming to
deepen residents' understanding of Kwun Tong and Ngau Tau
Kok District, has been created to foster cross-generational
integration and build up a caring neighbourhood.

President of Ngau Tau Kok Kaifong Welfare Association
(NTKKWA) Frankie Ngan Man-yu initiated the making of this
board game amid changes in population of Kwun Tong and
Ngau Tau Kok districts as a result of the redevelopment of

11
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The board game "Exploring
Kwun Tong's Past and
Present" succeeds in arousing
interests of young people in
the community’s history.
The cards below capture
different past  events
that happened in Kwun
Tong and Ngau Tau Kok
District over the past
decades.

housing estates and the town centre over the years. Many
newcomers have no knowledge of the community’s past, he
observed. "Each neighbourhood has its unique culture and
the living habits of its members. For instance, a new resident
passing by the big banyan tree in Ngau Tau Kok may not know
about the collective memory of that tree and its preservation
history. If our new community members can understand the
thoughts of their old neighbours, it would definitely help them
to acclimatise to the novel surroundings and adjust to each
other’s presence in the community."

With this idea in mind, Frankie has tried different ways to
preserve the old memories of Kwun Tong and Ngau Tau Kok,
for example by publishing a newspaper and inviting children to
interview the elderly who gave oral history of the district. Yet
he thought in order to appeal to the younger generation, a new
approach as interesting as a board game might be needed.
With sponsorship from the URA's ACPP and the concerted
effort of Frankie and his team, together with members of Hong
Kong Multimedia Design Association and history students from
Shue Yan University, the game idea had begun to take shape.

Inspired by the board games "Chinese Health and Happiness
Chess", "Game of Life" and "Monopoly", the game "Exploring
Kwun Tong's Past and Present" requires players to start with
choosing their roles between citizens, blue-collar workers,
businessmen and civil servants, before going through different
events on the game board that tell about the history of Kwun
Tong and Ngau Tau Kok. The community events were carefully
picked according to their significance to the Kwun Tong and
Ngau Tau Kok districts, which include the commencement of
the Kwun Tong Bypass construction in 1987, the launch of Kwun
Tong Town Centre Project in 1998, and the farewell carnival
held on the eve of old Ngau Tau Kok estate’s demolition in
2002, to name but a few.

Interestingly, Frankie started off with in-depth exchanges with
the students who with limited knowledge of the community’s
past, assisted in the research and design of the game. "They
were dubious about including the opening of APM in the
game board events. | then explained that APM was in fact a
significant starting point for the redevelopment of Kwun Tong,
as the events interacted and affected each other." To research
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Frankie says he wishes to further
introduce the history of Kwun Tong
and Ngau Tau Kok through other
activities including docent tours.

more about the community’s history, the students have also
interviewed leaders of the local community and elderly in the
district to get hold of the changes in Kwun Tong and Ngau Tau
Kok districts over the years.

To promote the game, Frankie and his association have
delivered several hundred boxes of the game to various non-
profit groups, schools and community centres, attracting
many players including residents of Ngau Tau Kok. While old
neighbours would recall a lot of fond
memories of the district, new members
have also become interested in knowing
the community’s past events and would
not hesitate to ask Frankie about them.
"I hope this game can be a starting post
for them to understand Kwun Tong
and Ngau Tau Kok, from where we can
further impart knowledge about the
community through other channels such
as guided tours," said Frankie.
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Introduction of "Arts and Cultural Partnership Programme in Old Urban

Districts: Pilot Scheme" (ACPP)
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Question: What makes my programme more eligible for the
sponsorship?

Answer: The URA ’s "Arts and Cultural Partnership Programme in
Old Urban Districts: Pilot Scheme" (ACPP) provides sponsorship to
local non-profit-making organisations to initiate arts and cultural
programmes which can bring arts and culture into old urban
districts, or bring the old districts to the appreciation of arts and
culture benefitting the residents. If a programme can demonstrate
the URA's effort in creating a high-quality and sustainable urban
living environment in Hong Kong, and:

* Benefitting the local community, in particular those residing in
old urban areas, chances will be higher for the programme to
obtain sponsorship, given that the programme must comply with
the laws and regulations of Hong Kong;

With information supplemented on the applicant’s relevant
experience and performance in organising
similar programmes, the review process

would be enhanced. For application
requirements and details, please visit the

URA website via QR Code on the right.

Question: Isthere a specific period for submitting the application?
Answer: The ACPP accepts applications all year round. The
applicant shall submit a duly completed application form together
with the relevant information by mail or by hand to: General
Manager (External Relations), Urban Renewal Authority, at 26/F,

Cosco Tower, 183 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong.

Question: Is there a cap on the amount of sponsorship?
Answer: The URA will determine the amount of sponsorship
according to the content and requirements of the programme.
There is no preset ceiling for the amount of sponsorship.
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