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URA Enhances Three Subsidy Schemes on Building Rehabilitation
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The Urban Renewal Authority (URA) enhances three subsidy
schemes on building rehabilitation. In addition to the second
round of Operation Building Bright 2.0 Scheme (OBB 2.0
Scheme) and Fire Safety Improvement Works Subsidy Scheme
(FSW Scheme) being open for application in early July 2020, the
URA also launched the Building Maintenance Grant Scheme
for Needy Owners (BMGSNO) on the same day, providing
comprehensive assistance to more needy owners to properly
maintain and repair their buildings.

As regards BMGSNO, apart from extending the scheme
coverage to include owner-occupiers who are recipients of
the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme and
Disability Allowance alongside elderly owners, the maximum
amount of grant will be increased, while the asset limit for
elderly singleton and couple applicants will be relaxed. The
URA signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
the Development Bureau in June this year, stipulating the
implementation framework of BMGSNO.

Application criteria for the second round of OBB2.0 Scheme
will be relaxed to allow all eligible buildings aged 50 years or
above to apply for the subsidy, irrespective of whether they
have received any Mandatory Building Inspection Scheme
(MBIS) notices, and to include eligible buildings aged between
40 and 49 years which have received MBIS notice(s) but have
yet to comply, to apply the scheme. For the second round of
FSW Scheme, the application requirements and subsidy are the
same as the previous round. Application for the two schemes
will close on 30 October 2020. If the organisation of owners
meeting to deliberate the application of the schemes is delayed
due to the COVID-19 epidemic, eligible building owners could
convene the meeting after the submission of their application
by the deadline and furnish
‘ll e the meeting minutes to
URA not later than 30
April 2021. The URA will
notify all applicants of the
application results of the
two schemes by the end of
this year.

For more details or enquiries
please visit the Building
Rehabilitation Platform (http:/
www.brplatform.org.hk)  or
call the Hotline at 3188 1188.
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URA Encourages Young People to Unleash Innovative Spirit to Help Achieve
Ageing In Place for Elderly in Old Districts
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The URA has been collaborating with the Hong Kong Institute
of Vocational Education (IVE) and Hong Kong Design Institute
(HKDI), both under the Vocational Training Council (VTC), to co-
organise the Innovative Design Competition for three years.

At the competition this year under the theme of “Smart
Living for Elderly”, new graduates of Higher Diploma in Civil
Engineering programme of IVE (Tsing Yi), Chow Wai-keung,
Tsang Chung-chung and Chan Leung-kwan, were awarded the
“Gold Award”, “Smartest Design Award” and “Best Model/
Digital Presentation Award” by their entry “U-trap Refill
Automator”. The students assisted the elderly to enhance home
hygiene by creating a device that could monitor the water level
in the U-traps and refill water automatically when the contained
water is insufficient.

To encourage the student team to further improve the design
of the “U-trap Refill Automator”' for application in actual
home environment, the URA will
provide flat units from its properties

- for them to conduct field tests for the
EE gi};"ﬂ prototypic device. Depending on the
research and development outcome,
the URA would study the feasibility of
adopting the device in its properties
or becoming a standard provision
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of future redevelopment projects to
enhance living quality through the use
of technology.
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Government Appoints Eric Poon as URA's Executive Director
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The Government has appointed Eric Poon as Executive
Director of the URA, effective 15 July 2020, to succeed Michael
Ma who retired in July. Eric Poon is responsible for formulating
and implementing policies and initiatives on matters relating
to planning and design, property and land, and corporate
services.

Eric Poon is a professional quantity surveyor and has been
involved in a number of major redevelopment and preservation
projects since the establishment of the URA in 2001. In 2017, he
was promoted to Director, Works & Contracts.
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URA Receives International Accolade for its Revitalisation of Community

Space H6 CONET
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The URA adopted a new place-making concept in creating H6
CONET, the community space located on the ground floor of
The Center, for public enjoyment when it was openedin October
2017. Following this major facelift and retrofitting of the venue,
the URA has been extending its place-making effort to beautify
the adjacent streets to enhance the unique local characteristics
of the surrounding district. With its innovative planning and
design, the project received the highest rank of Platinum in
the category of “Interior
Design  Civic / Public”
in the 2020 Muse Design
Awards announced in
April this year, becoming
one of the three winners
in the world, as well as the
sole organisation in Hong
Kong receiving this award
in the category.
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URA Extends Rent Relief Period for Tenants
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In view of the severe impact brought by COVID-19 pandemic
to the economy of Hong Kong, the URA announced in mid-
August this year to extend the rent relief for its domestic and
commercial tenants in its properties, as well as the commercial
tenants in its joint ventured shopping malls, for another three
months. The URA's rent relief measures announced earlier for
the months from April 2020 till the end of September, will be
continued until the end of December 2020 in a bid to assist
URA's tenants in the face of current economic challenges and
support employment over difficult times.

Subject to the development of the pandemic and the impact on
the domesticand commercial tenantsin its projects, the URA will
review the need for a further extension of the relief measures, if
necessary, to help the tenants sustain their businesses.





